What people are saying about
MRCC'’s Deacons Conference...

“Our deacon, two deacon nominees, and | attended a
very informative and stimulating Deacon’s confernc
at MRCC in 2006. The opening sermon (on Micah
6:8) on Thursday evening by the Rev. Scott Wilkdt s
the background. Our instructor, Dr. Nick Willborn,
brought his expertise and knowledge to the
conference. Everything from the history of the
diaconate in the Presbyterian Church, the bibbeeis
of the office, the gospel work of the office, toeth
utility of the office provided much fodder for
reflection and action. The Q and A sessions werg ve
helpful. We are looking forward to part 2 this year
with great expectations.”

Pastor Pete Stazen, Grace OPC, Lynchburg, VA

“This was the most efficiently conducted, well
balanced, enjoyable, educational, thought-provoking
and motivational conference | have ever attended, a
I'm a 75 year old deacon of four years. That it was
Biblically-based was probably the secret. Also gagh
the food, the mountain air, the campfires, the ootd
firing range down in the ravine, and using my tent
the woods in lieu of snoring in a cabin.”

Deacon Bob McConahy, Sterling, VA

“It was a great opportunity for our deacons to meet
fellow servants from other churches. | especially
valued learning what other deaconates were doidg an
how they were organized. | still remember the opgni
talk on Micah 6:8 - encouragement to walk humbly
with our God.”

Deacon Rick Taylor, Williamsport, PA

“Dr. Willborn did a fantastic job of presenting a
historical perspective of the deacon's role in chur
history and the Biblical directives concerning the
position. The setting at Machen allowed us to foous
the topic, undistracted by cell phones and other
encumbrances of the world. The fellowship was a
blessing too!”

Deacon McRay Simmons, Raleigh, NC

“As a Deacon Trainee, the conference was a great
blessing to me in several ways. The fellowship that
occurred with more mature Godly men was a terrific

encouragement. The instruction we received was
great, but the dynamic of open communication

between Dr. Willborn and the deacons over the

weekend was perhaps even more profitable.”

Deacon Tim Spolar, Silver Spring MD

Conference Speakers

Dr. Nick Willborn is Associate Professor of
Historical and Biblical Theology in the Greenville
Presbyterian Theological Seminary. He is an oethin
minister in the PCA with several years of pastoral
experience and a regular preaching and conference
ministry. In addition to his teaching and preaching
ministry, Dr. Willborn has authored numerous aeticl
for publication. He and his wife Carol are blessggtth
three covenant children—Sophie, Cas, and lain. The
Willborns live in Greer, South Carolina..

Dr. Willborn will teach the bulk of this conferesmc
with several sessions Saturday & Sunday. He gt a
lead Sunday morning worship.

Pastor Scott Willet is the pastor of Covenant
Community Church OPC and has over twenty years of
pastoral experience, included close to eight yé&ars
the OPC. Originally ordained in the PCA in 1987,
Scott was received by the Preshbytery of the Mid-
Atlantic of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church (OPC)
in October of 1999, in order to accept the call to
Covenant Community. Scott is committed to biblical
expositional preaching. A satisfying depth of et
faithful explanation, and personal application
characterizes his sermons. The Lord has blessattl Sc
and his wife Sharon with three delightful daughters
Pastor Willet will lead Friday evening worship.
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Deacons Conference

What:

The annual Deacons Conference at MRCC is
dedicated to serving the servants of Christ's dhurc
This conference is meant to provide excellent
teaching, great fellowship, and extended time for
deacons (and other officers) to retreat and refacus
their ministry and their Lord Jesus Christ.

Who:

This event is primarily for Deacons and Deacon-
Trainees, however elders and ministers are weldome
come. Last year all of these offices were present,
representing over 10 churches and 6 states. Inter-
action among fellow deacons from across the region
considered a highlight of this event. Come leavw h

to better serve your home church.

When:

The conference will begin with worship Friday, July
20, at 7:00 pm, continue with several seminar sassi
on Saturday and one on Sunday before morning
worship, and will end after lunch and clean up on
Sunday, July 22.

Where:

The OPC owned and operated Machen Retreat and
Conference Center in the beautiful mountains of
McDowell, VA, where moonless nights are black as
pitch with breath taking star saturated skies! it@ns
recreation include simple hiking, firing range gfipit,
forest, and a large recreational field; offsiteréhés
hiking, hunting, fishing, swimming, spelunking/
caving, Civil War battlefields, national forestdate
parks, Wildlife Management Areas, and more.

MRCC is under three hours from Richmond, VA, and
approximately three and a half hours from
Washington, D.C., five hours from Charlotte and
Raleigh, NC, and six hours from Columbus, OH.

How Much:

Conference cost of $49 per person covers the semina
six meals and lodging in bunkhouse cabins. You will
need to bring single linens or sleeping bag, pillow
towel, toiletries, and flashlight. Feel free tdngryour
own tent and set it up for free.

Outline of Conference

Order and material covered subject to small changes

Friday Evening Worship—with Pastor Scott
Willet.

Session One—A Review and Application of
material covered at Machen Center in 2006.
Emphasis will be on Biblical texts and the high
calling of the deacon.

Session Two—The relation of Elders and
Deacons. A complimentarian approach to the
offices is contrasted to a hierarchical one. This
session will help ruling elders and deacons view
one another more biblically and, hopefully,
promote greater cohesiveness in the overall
ministry of the church.

Saturday Afternoon Activities—participation
optional

Session Three—Practical guidelines for
implementing a more robust diaconal ministry.

Session Four—'Deacon Talk’ - a time for group
discussion among conferees; share
methodologies, tough situations, advice and
helpful practices in a friendly, brotherly
environment of ordained men.

Sunday School—Questions and Answers

Sunday Morning Worship—uwith Dr. Nick
Willborn

A collectionwill be taken for the support of the
Machen Center during Sunday morning worship.

For more information about MRCC
or other local housing options,
Contact Dave Tack @
(540) 396-4323 / director@machen.org

Registration Form
Space is limited
Complete the following form and return it with
$15 deposit to:
MRCC, PO Box 91, McDowell, VA 24458.

Or register on-line at www.machen.org

Name:

Address:

Phone:

E-mail:

Church:

This conference is loosely a ‘part two’ of last yea
conference; do you want a free copy of last year’'s

lectures mailed to you? (circle one)YES NO
Do you prefer to:  Sleep in a Cabin Bringient
If cabin, do you snore? YES NO

$15non-refundabl®epositis required to register.
Make checks payable MRCC.

Conference Fees

Deacons # X $ 48ch
Deacon Trainees # X $e4h
Elders # X $ 4%ch

Ministers # X $ 4&hch

Total $

Names & emails for Additional Registrations:




