
What people are saying about 
this conference… 

 
“We enjoyed this time away from the normal 
responsibilities of life. The teaching was 
good and the surroundings peaceful. The 
fellowship times were also a blessing to us.” 

Covenant Community OPC, Staunton 
 
 

“Peace and quiet, time with my son and the 
blessings of God's word. Truly a great time.” 

Providence OPC, Charlottesville 
 

“The great thing about Machen is that when 
there are a lot of people there, you get to 
make new friends and its extremely fun; and 
when there are not a lot of people there, you 
can really enjoy the beauty of the place” 

15-year-old covenant child 
 

“We enjoyed the teaching, food, fellowship, 
and God's creation - and if I am being honest 
in that order." 

Knox OPC, Silver Spring 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
“Beautiful! The fellowship is awesome; great 
opportunity to really get to know other 
members of the Body of Christ.  Wonderful 
teaching and food, too!” 

Conference Speakers 
 

Rev Thomas E Tyson graduated from Wheaton 
College `56 and Westminster Seminary `60.  He 
served Christ’s church in many capacities:  pastor of 
three OP churches and two Reformed Churches of 
New Zealand; General Secretary of the Committee on 
Christian Education of the OPC; editor New Horizons; 
Regional Home Missionary of the Presbytery of 
Philadelphia; a member of the OPC GA's Committee 
on Ecumenicity & Interchurch Relations, its 
Committee on Christian Education, its Committee on 
Home Missions and Church Extension; president of 
the board of CUTS in Philly; board member of Mid-
America Reformed Seminary.  He currently is an 
instructor of the Covenant Nurture course in the 
Ministerial Training Institute of the OPC, serves as a 
theological editor for GCP’s Sunday school materials, 
participates in leadership conferences around the 
country and delivers seminars such as the one for this 
conference. Throughout, his first commitment remains 
the preaching of the gospel of Jesus Christ, even 
though he is now retired from the (installed) ministry. 
   He currently resides, together with his wife Jean, in 
Shermans Dale, PA.  They have been blessed by God 
with six children and nineteen grandchildren. 
   Rev. Tyson will lead the Saturday and Sunday 
seminar and Sunday morning worship.  
 
 
Pastor Tony Monaghan is the pastor of 
Providence Presbyterian Church (OPC) in 
Charlottesville Virginia.  After a career as a software 
engineer, Tony pursued pastoral ministry later in life.  
Tony graduated from Westminster Theological 
Seminary in California in 2001, and after a yearlong 
internship at Bayview OPC in Chula Vista California, 
took the call to labor in church planting at Providence 
OPC in Charlottesville.  Tony is married, and he and 
his wife Dayna have four children in their busy home, 
two boys and two girls. 
   Pastor Monaghan will lead Friday evening and 
Sunday afternoon worship services. 
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Mid-Summer Family 
Conference 
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Who: 
For entire covenant families and singles.  Families are 
urged to bring  their musical instruments to the 
conference: harps, harmonicas, drums, strings, 
woodwinds, recorders, triangles, banjoes, guitars, 
trumpets, etc… bring ‘em all! Children (ages 7 and up) 
will be particularly welcomed into the seminars and 
they will enjoy it! This is not just for adults, though 
they will greatly benefit as well. The kids will be 
involved in such things as presenting their instruments 
and explaining how they are played, in the group 
composing of an entirely new song about MRCC, in 
listening to some neat music, and in being free to 
contribute their ideas about what kind of music they 
would like (or not like) to use.  They can relax, 
though; they will NOT be requested to "perform" 
musically. 
 
What:   
A non-holiday family retreat weekend for extended 
fellowship with Christ’s Body!  The involvement in 
the family and the church of those attending will be 
highlighted in connection with the use of, participation 
in, and worship of God through, music. 
 
When: 
The conference will begin with worship Friday, July 
27, at 7:00 pm, continue with 5-6 fun hours of 
seminars on Saturday, one more on Sunday before 
morning worship, and will end at 3:00pm after a 
2:15pm worship service, Sunday, July 29. 
 
Where: 
 In Beautiful Highland County, VA, @ MRCC! 
 
How Much: 
Registration costs cover the seminar and six meals and 
are $75 per adult (over 18), $15 each for the first three 
children in your family; all other children are free.  
Private or shared cabins available for $90 or $20, 
respectively.  Set up your own tent: $5/ tent. 

 

Seminar Topics 
 

A. What is Music? 
B. What does the Bible say about music? 
C. Is music for everyone? 
    1. Musical membership 
    2. A biblical model 
D. Music in worship 
    1. Biblical materials 
    2. Worshipping God through music 
    3. Some distractions to acceptable worship music 
E. Miscellaneous 
    1. What about "rock" music? 
    2. Music and the human temperament 
    3. Music and the home 
    4. Instrumental accompaniment 
    5. Exclusive Psalmody??? 
    6. Choosing music - "contemporary hymns"??? 
Each session begins with– 
    1. Group singing of psalms or hymns 
    2. Introduction to "reading music" 
    3. Listening to some good music 
    4. Mini-bios of some important 

composers/performers 
 
 Children’s program provided for 
 0 - 6 year olds during seminars. 

 
A collection will be taken for the support of the 

Machen Center during Sunday morning Worship. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
For more information about MRCC 

or other local housing options, 
Contact Dave Tack @ 

(540) 396-4323 / director@machen.org 

Registration Form 
Space is limited 

Complete the following form and return it with 
$50 deposit to: 

MRCC, PO Box 91, McDowell, VA 24458.    
Or register on-line at:              www.machen.org 

 
Name: _____________________________________ 

(Include both spouses) 
 
Address: ___________________________________ 
 
  ___________________________________ 
 
Phone:  ____________________________________ 
 
E-mail: ____________________________________ 
 
Church:  ___________________________________ 
 

Make checks payable to MRCC . 
 

Conference  Fees:             Cost 
 $75 per Adult (over 18) $________ 
 $15 per child (max fee $45) $________ 
 $20 per Shared Cabin $________ 
 $90 per Private Cabin $________ 
 $5  per own tent setup $________ 
 Total $_____________ 

 
$50 non-refundable Deposit is required to register. 

 
Children’s Names and Ages: 
 
__________________________________  ________ 
 
__________________________________  ________ 
 
__________________________________  ________ 
 
__________________________________  ________ 
 
__________________________________  ________ 
 
__________________________________  ________ 
 
__________________________________  ________ 


